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Your government is proud to participate in the success of the Canadian Ski Marathon, which 

welcomes cross-country skiers of all levels and all ages who have come to take up the challenge 

they have set for themselves. In addition to highlighting the Laurentides and Outaouais 

regions, this sporting event generates significant economic spinoffs.   Festivals and events 

enrich Québec's tourism offer while offering visitors unique experiences. The Canadian Ski 

Marathon enhances this offering, which sets us apart as a world-class winter destination.   I 

therefore warmly invite visitors from here and elsewhere to take advantage of their stay to 

explore the many tourist attractions of these two magnificent regions. A great way to fully savor 

the joys of winter in Quebec!   Have a good marathon! 

The minister of tourism,

Caroline Proulx
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Michel LeBlanc is a native of Murdochville in the Gaspé Peninsula and spent his entire childhood up to the age 
of majority in New Richmond, Baie-des-Chaleurs, Gaspésie. He continued his studies at Cégep de Gaspé and 
completed his bachelor’s degree in physical education at the Université de Sherbrooke in 1987.

Throughout high school, downhill skiing was his main sport as well as running and river canoe racing. He 
started cross-country skiing around the age of 14-15 in the fields behind his home on a very casual basis and prac-
ticed in a more committed way at university. During his university studies, he took part in some regional races in 
cross-country skiing and began to practice mountain biking.

Being at the forefront of his father’s (Hervé, the other Honorary Co-President) many participations in the Cana-
dian Ski Marathon, it gave him the sting and he decided to accompany him to take up the challenge.

It was in 1993 that he completed, in his first participation, his bronze Coureur de Bois. His visits to the Marathon 
have become over the years a “must”, missing only 3 editions: once when he achieved the Canadian Ski Mara-
thon by covering the total distance of 160 km non-stop in 20 hours with 3 friends, including Pierre Harvey (2008), 
and twice for his work with the Canadian Olympic Committee for the Olympic Games Vancouver (2009 and 
2010). Michel has completed the 40th edition of the Marathon in a rather original way. He wore a vintage 
costume, woolen vest, knee-length corduroy breeches and knee-length woolen stockings, as well as wooden skis, 
leather boots and bamboo poles.

“For me, the Canadian Ski Marathon is a happening that I just cannot miss. It’s like a drug. Of all the 
sporting events that I realize in a year, it’s the one I love the most. Friends, open spaces, the trail, skiers, 
nothing can recreate this friendly sports atmosphere. No stopwatch, we, the trail and our skis, 
that’s all! “

Michel is the father of two boys aged 9 and 11 with his wife Isabelle. He is currently working at 
Cégep de Sainte-Foy as a teacher in physical education. He has also worked as a coach for the 
Quebec team and the national mountain bike team. This brought him to the Athens Olympics 
(2004). He joined the Canadian Olympic Committee and was active at the Beijing (2008), 
Vancouver (2010) and London (2012) games. In addition to participating in the Canadian Ski 
Marathon, Michel is still active in several cross-country ski races in winter as well as mountain 
bike riding in the summer. He took part in the world championship of mountain bike masters in 
cross-country in July 2019 at Mont Ste-Anne. In addition, last September he completed a 360-km 
mountain bike race in 40 hours (La Marji Gesick, Michigan). Only 13 out of 30 runners comple-
ted the event.

Michel will take part in the 2020 Marathon as a gold bar CdB for the 23rd time. His wife and two 
children and his father will complete a few steps each day. It is therefore an invitation to the 
whole family to come and ski with us. Good preparation, good winter and good skiing !
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Hervé LeBlanc, from New Richmond in the Gaspé Peninsula, made his first alpine skiing trails in Murdochville 
in 1960. Then in 1965, he returned to his home village in New Richmond where there is no downhill skiing. In 
1973, there was a great craze for cross-country skiing in Quebec and Hervé Leblanc became a fervent follower. 
Wanting to master all the technical aspects related to this sport, he followed a cross-country ski instructor 
course in Saint-Ferréol-les-Neiges. Skiing became very present in the years that followed. Hervé even went to 
work on his skis.

In 1978, he heard about the Canadian Cross-Country Ski Marathon, registered as a Coureur de Bois, and succee-
ded with his Bronze CdB. In 1980, his Silver was successful and in 1982 he achieved his first Gold. During the 8 
following years, Hervé did not participate in the CSM. In 1990, he made a comeback and participated, always 
passionately, until 2017, his last participation.

Hervé also took on other sporting challenges: sailing, mountain biking, road cycling, 
athletic walking, running. In mountain biking, he participated several times in the 
Transgaspesian Raid, Raid Bras du Nord and Vilirium Vélo Mag. In 2011, Hervé, curious 
about athletic walking, devoted himself to it and went looking for all the technical 
knowledge of the best people like Marcel Jobin and Guillaume Leblanc. Subsequent-
ly, he entered the World Masters Athletics in Sacramento, California and the 
following year in St-Jean NB with good results. In 2014, he decided to train for 
running, everything went well and he became a marathon runner. He qualified for 
the 2019 Boston Marathon, completed it in 4 hours 39 minutes and celebrated his 
80 years there with his two children.

Since then, Hervé has returned to athletic walking with a coach from the Win-
ners Club in Montreal. His goal is to go to the World Masters Athletics in Toron-
to in July 2020 and maybe win a medal.
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It’s all about the stories…
 
Some in my family, many of my friends, most of my neighbors and nearly all my work colleagues ask me why. 
They ask me why I load my ski gear and head lamp in my car after a day’s work to hit the trails for a couple of 
hours of evening skiing. They wonder why I will go out there in pretty much any winter weather conditions to 
spend myself on most weekends. Mostly, they ask me why someone would ski a full day with a heavy pack, sleep 
outside, and then go again for another full day of skiing. They also wonder what drives me and my Canadian Ski 
Marathon (CSM) Board colleagues to invest our personal time to put this exceptional and amazing event 
together.
 
It is just recently that I’ve come to realize the reason -  it’s all about the stories. I am fascinated by the 53 years’ 
worth of amazing and unique CSM stories and those that continue to unfold every year. Thousands of them! 
From first comer stories, veteran tourer stories, family gathering stories, gold camp stories, team stories, 
landowner stories, volunteer stories, past board members stories, and yes, even a CSM volunteers sweetheart 
marriage story!  I could go on and on…
 
And all kinds of stories! Some make me laugh, others give me chills, most are inspiring and a few are even hard 
to believe. And I must admit, there are also stories that bring a lump in my throat. So, to all those who ask me 
why, I now tell them “It’s all about the stories!” And I challenge them all to come write their own CSM story.
 
The CSM will this year be writing its 54th chapter with once again thousands of stories unique in their own 
ways. On behalf of the Board of Directors, its staff, contractors, volunteers, and many collaborators I welcome 
you, your friends and families, and fellow skiers to what promises to be a fun filled weekend in whatever skier 
category you have chosen to come write your story about.
 
And speaking of stories, our honorary co-presidents this year have 3 generations’ worth of stories! As you read 
their welcome letter, you will realize that Michel and Hervé Leblanc and their entire family are passionate CSM 
ambassadors and are extremely proud and honored to represent the CSM community in 2020.
 
Lastly, we are all aware that without our many sponsors, collaborators, contractors and 
staff, the support of the different levels of government and municipalities, and 
especially the devotion of over 400 plus volunteers, many of whom return year 
after year, this event would not be possible. Let’s all voice our gratitude as 
we interact/meet our sponsors, volunteers and landowners during the CSM 
weekend and show them our appreciation for allowing us to take part and 
enjoy this amazing event year after year - without them, there would not be 
any CSM stories to talk about.
 
I personally wish you a fun, successful and memorable 2020 
Canadian Ski Marathon and I look forward to see you on the trails.
 



Your government is proud to participate in the success of the Canadian Ski Marathon, which 

welcomes cross-country skiers of all levels and all ages who have come to take up the challenge 

they have set for themselves. In addition to highlighting the Laurentides and Outaouais 

regions, this sporting event generates significant economic spinoffs.   Festivals and events 

enrich Québec's tourism offer while offering visitors unique experiences. The Canadian Ski 

Marathon enhances this offering, which sets us apart as a world-class winter destination.   I 

therefore warmly invite visitors from here and elsewhere to take advantage of their stay to 

explore the many tourist attractions of these two magnificent regions. A great way to fully savor 

the joys of winter in Quebec!   Have a good marathon! 

The minister of tourism,

Caroline Proulx
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Dear skiers,

It's with great pleasure that I welcome you home !

Let me first thank our precious landowners (more than 425) and our valorous volunteers (more than 550) without 

whom we would not have a trail or event. I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the contribu-

tion of the members of the Board of Directors, who work 12 months a year to plan our annual get together. Final-

ly, it is important not to overlook the participation and collaboration of the various partners, MPs, municipalities 

and County, your support is more than appreciated.

Everyone agrees that the CSM is a unique adventure, let’s make the most of every moment that this weekend will 

offer us. Enjoy the journey, be safe, take care of each other and finally don’t forget to smile in fun and tough 

moments !

Allez les aventuriers !
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G�d Samaritan card
Thank you volunteer card
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54th Anniversary 
Badge

+ +

The Official 2020 CSM 
Skier's Toque
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It’s all about the stories…
 
Some in my family, many of my friends, most of my neighbors and nearly all my work colleagues ask me why. 
They ask me why I load my ski gear and head lamp in my car after a day’s work to hit the trails for a couple of 
hours of evening skiing. They wonder why I will go out there in pretty much any winter weather conditions to 
spend myself on most weekends. Mostly, they ask me why someone would ski a full day with a heavy pack, sleep 
outside, and then go again for another full day of skiing. They also wonder what drives me and my Canadian Ski 
Marathon (CSM) Board colleagues to invest our personal time to put this exceptional and amazing event 
together.
 
It is just recently that I’ve come to realize the reason -  it’s all about the stories. I am fascinated by the 53 years’ 
worth of amazing and unique CSM stories and those that continue to unfold every year. Thousands of them! 
From first comer stories, veteran tourer stories, family gathering stories, gold camp stories, team stories, 
landowner stories, volunteer stories, past board members stories, and yes, even a CSM volunteers sweetheart 
marriage story!  I could go on and on…
 
And all kinds of stories! Some make me laugh, others give me chills, most are inspiring and a few are even hard 
to believe. And I must admit, there are also stories that bring a lump in my throat. So, to all those who ask me 
why, I now tell them “It’s all about the stories!” And I challenge them all to come write their own CSM story.
 
The CSM will this year be writing its 54th chapter with once again thousands of stories unique in their own 
ways. On behalf of the Board of Directors, its staff, contractors, volunteers, and many collaborators I welcome 
you, your friends and families, and fellow skiers to what promises to be a fun filled weekend in whatever skier 
category you have chosen to come write your story about.
 
And speaking of stories, our honorary co-presidents this year have 3 generations’ worth of stories! As you read 
their welcome letter, you will realize that Michel and Hervé Leblanc and their entire family are passionate CSM 
ambassadors and are extremely proud and honored to represent the CSM community in 2020.
 
Lastly, we are all aware that without our many sponsors, collaborators, contractors and 
staff, the support of the different levels of government and municipalities, and 
especially the devotion of over 400 plus volunteers, many of whom return year 
after year, this event would not be possible. Let’s all voice our gratitude as 
we interact/meet our sponsors, volunteers and landowners during the CSM 
weekend and show them our appreciation for allowing us to take part and 
enjoy this amazing event year after year - without them, there would not be 
any CSM stories to talk about.
 
I personally wish you a fun, successful and memorable 2020 
Canadian Ski Marathon and I look forward to see you on the trails.
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Dear skiers,

It's with great pleasure that I welcome you home !

Let me first thank our precious landowners (more than 425) and our valorous volunteers (more than 550) without 

whom we would not have a trail or event. I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the contribu-

tion of the members of the Board of Directors, who work 12 months a year to plan our annual get together. Final-

ly, it is important not to overlook the participation and collaboration of the various partners, MPs, municipalities 

and County, your support is more than appreciated.

Everyone agrees that the CSM is a unique adventure, let’s make the most of every moment that this weekend will 

offer us. Enjoy the journey, be safe, take care of each other and finally don’t forget to smile in fun and tough 

moments !

Allez les aventuriers !
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Over the years our organization has put some eco-responsible actions in place, but this year we
go into double polling mode and start a green shift ! Towards what? Towards a zero waste

event ! Here are some of our actions:

Green Initiative

Previous years

2020

Offset part of our
climate footprint 

How to contribute as a skier?

We are counting on you to help
us achieve this zero waste goal !
Are you ready for the challenge ?

Do not hesitate to contact us if
you have any ideas related to this
initiative.

Together, let's change the world
one double pole at a time!

Compensate the climate
footprint of your car trips

via

Bring your own
containers / cups

** More info to come Par Jean-Raphaêl Laberge

Minimize your waste
and use the proper

device

via planetair.ca or other website

Use washable
dishes in the
dormitories

Eliminate
overpackaged

products

Decrease the use
of disposable

cups

The majority of food
products are purchased in

bulk

The honey we use for sweet
water comes from a

beekeeper in the area

Our water supply system
eliminates the use of

bottled water

Add multi-purpose
bins to allow waste

sorting



Années précédentes

Nous comptons sur vous pour
nous aider à atteindre cet objectif
zéro déchet! Prêts à relever le
défi? 

N'hésitez pas à nous écrire si vous
avez des idées en lien avec cette
initiative.

Ensemble, changeons le monde
une poussée à la fois! 

By Jean-Raphaêl Laberge

Don't forget your
reusable cup

Your cup will be useful for refueling in an
eco-responsible way. You can drink your soup
there and / or use it as a container for snacks.
 
 

2020 being a year of transition we will have
compostable containers to make up for the
oversights. Please minimize their use. They are
compostable, but the fact remains that it is
waste.

In order to wash your container, we will add
washing stations with soapy water at the
different check points.
 

If you wish, you can bring a second reusable
container (dish, cloth bag, etc.) to facilitate
your logistics.

Green Initiative
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stratégies et solutions d’affaires
business strategies and solutions



Gatineau

École Polyvalente 
Nicolas-Gatineau 

High School
360, boul. de la Vérendrye Est / East Blvd.

Gatineau, QC  J8P 6K7

Papineauville
Dortoir / Dormitory

École Louis-Joseph Papineau School
378, rue Papineau Street

Rte 148
Papineauville, QC  J0V 1R0

Récupération des trousses des skieurs / Recovery of skiers kits
Aucun stationnement devant l’école, réservé aux autobus/
No parking in front of the school, reserved for the buses.

École 
Louis-Joseph 

Papineau
378, rue Papineau, 

Route 148

MCS/CSM 
Office

266, rue Viger,
Papineauville

P

PP

P

    

Bureau du MCS/CSM Office: 266, rue Viger Street, Papineauville, Québec  J0V 1R0
Sans frais/Toll free: 1 877 770-6556  

Téléphone/Telephone: (819) 483-0456
info@skimarathon.ca  •  www.skimarathon.ca

PP

Mont-Tremblant
Dortoir Or / Gold Dormitory

École Secondaire
Curé-Mercure 
High School

700, boul. du Dr. Gervais Blvd.,
Mont-Tremblant, QC  J8E 2T3

Aucun stationnement derrière l’école, réservé aux autobus/
No parking behind of the school, reserved for the buses.

P

École Polyvalente 
Nicolas-Gatineau

360, boul. de la Vérendrye Est

P

École
Curé-Mercure

700, boul. du Dr. Gervais Blvd.

Entrée 
Entrance

IL Y AURA UNE NAVETTE POUR LES SKIEURS  À PARTIR DE MONTEBELLO JUSQU’À MONT-TREMBLANT LE SAMEDI SOIR.
IL N’Y A PAS D’AUTOBUS DE MONT-TREMBLANT À MONTEBELLO LE DIMANCHE MATIN.

THERE WILL BE A SHUTTLE FOR SKIERS FROM MONTEBELLO TO MONT-TREMBLANT ON SATURDAY NIGHT.
THERE IS NO BUS FROM MONT-TREMBLANT TO MONTEBELLO ON SUNDAY MORNING.



    

Bureau du MCS/CSM Office: 266, rue Viger Street, Papineauville, Québec  J0V 1R0
Sans frais/Toll free: 1 877 770-6556  

Téléphone/Telephone: (819) 483-0456
info@skimarathon.ca  •  www.skimarathon.ca

POUR LES HORAIRES D’AUTOBUS ET AUTRES INFORMATIONS, 
SVP CONSULTEZ LE GUIDE DU SKIEUR.

FOR BUS SCHEDULES AND OTHER INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONSULT THE SKIER’S GUIDE.

WWW.SKIMARATHON.CA

Lachute
Ligne d’arrivée festive du dimanche

Sunday fun finish line

Parc Barron Park
Rue Principale, Lachute, QC  J8H 1V7

École Polyvalente 
Lavigne

School Polyvalente
452, ave d'Argenteuil Ave, 

Lachute, QC J8H 1W9
Lieu de rassemblement intérieur du dimanche / Récupération des bagages /

Repas chaud / Bar / Cérémonie protocolaire / Départ des autobus nolisés
Sunday gathering place / Baggage claim / Hot meal / Bar / 

Awards Ceremony / Charter buses departure point

Parc Barron Park
Rue Principale

Lachute

École Polyvalente Lavigne
452, ave d'Argenteuil Ave

Lachute

P

Montebello
Ligne d’arrivée festive du samedi

Saturday fun finish line
École St-Michel School

240, rue Bonsecours Street
Montebello, QC  J0V 1L0

Départ du dimanche
Sunday Start

RFQ Inc.
790, Rte 323 

Montebello, QC  J0V 1L0

Le Château Montebello
392, rue Notre Dame, Montebello

École St. Michel
240, rue Bonsecours

Stationnement
ParkingP

P

P

Départ du dimanche
Sunday Start

RFQ Inc.
790, rte 323 1L0

Montebello




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